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ORR Diary - 11 August 1952

Democracy Trivnmphs or How to Make a Word Mean
What 1t Doesn't Mean

A word means what I wish it to mean ~- nothing more,; nothing less.* [lumpty
Dmﬁptyo

Those of us who despair of the sscendancy of the specialist will regain hope ,
from a recent momentous triumph of enlightened genseralism over bigoted specialiem,
a trve exemple of demccracy in action. '

The groundwork was laid only recently, when chafing under the tyrannical oppression
of langusge speclalists, the intellipgence community resolutely determined %o
recapture sound direstion over franslation of the Russian language by establishing
an Ad loc Commitiee on Standarization of Translated Russian Terminology. In

line ﬁiﬂ’,ﬁ the best of democratde traditions, each ageney was allotted an equal
volece in formulativg poliecy om English transletions of Russian words. Desplte
vigorous efforts % aveld corvupilon, some specialists of the Russian language
menaged to infiltrate into positions on Agency delegations, in particulsr on the
CIA dslegation. In general, howsver, the agenciss have managed to choose repre-
sentatives who are vot talnted by excessive familiarity with vhe Russian language
and who can, therefors, approach each izsue with an open mind. Unfortunately,

the chairman comes from FDD, but he has deamonstrated admireble neutrality and
detached objectivity in all rulings. Objectivity is further enforced hy an
unwritten but rigidly observed rule that proscribes presence of dictionaries at
commi ttee meetings.

In the space of three meetings the committes has enjoyed remarkable success in
disposing of many authorlitarian views on translation. At the third meeting,

which lasted three and one-half hours, difficult problems were eliminated by
speclffing the translatlons of certain Russian words that should be used in
differsnt contexis. 7The suthoritarian view would have dictated that such matters
ere usually resolved in rellable Russian-English dictionsries and that the writing
of dictionaries might better be left to language specialists.

The critical point in the third meeting came with consideration of the tem
"Glavnoye Upravlieniye,” which means "Main Administration®. There were two points
of viaw., The first meintained that "Main Administration® should be spelled
*Chief Directorate.” This view was championed by the Air Force, whose repre-
sentative cogently argued that 1t would surely be inappropriate to refer to the
Directorate of Intelligence as an fdminietration of Intelligence, The second
polnt of view weakly waintained that "Maln Administration® should be the trans—
lation merely because it is acceptsd by reputsble linpguists. 'This view was
supported only by the smell minority of Russian language speecialists.

It was 2 tense moment as the roll=-call vote on tida issus proceeded. Army was
abgent and not voting, having failed to send instructions on its position. The
Air Force delegatey responding nobly in sccord with the instructions of his
constituents, firmly voted for “Chial Directorats.®
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The- delsgete voted the sams. Navy, although absent, boltsd to cast
its vote for "Haln Administration,® possibly in deference to Main Favy. State
likewins wealkensd to support the linguistic purists. The deciding vote lay
with CIA. With seven delegates present and voting undsr the unit wule, CIA
placed ite wote for "Chisf Directorate,” after a hurried caucus. The day was
Wonlo

As a feebls gasture, a disappointed CIA delsgate resolutely chellenged the
accuracy of the CIA vote and denanded a poll of the delegation. The results
were five for "Chief Directorate® and two for "™ain Administration®, The

minority of two? Soundly discredited Russian language specialists from ORR

%’huziendad a chaptar in the ncbls history of tha rise of democratic adminis~
racion., -

(NOTE: As to the details of the above report the ovaluation is F-6, 48 to
the general temor, A~1)
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